


Under the Patronage of His Highness
Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al Thani, Amir of Qatar
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Doha Forum is a global platform 
for dialogue, bringing together 
leaders in policy to discuss critical 
challenges facing our world, and to 
build innovative and action-driven 
networks.  

Pictured left to right are: 

Robin Niblett
Director, Chatham House

H.E. Sheikh Mohammed bin 
Abdulrahman bin Jassim Al Thani 
Deputy Prime Minister and Minister 
of Foreign Affairs, Qatar

H.E. Moussa Faki Mahamat
Chairperson of the African Union 
Commission

Jane Harman
Director, President and CEO, 
Wilson Centre

Børge Brende
President, World Economic Forum
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Under the banner ‘Diplomacy, Dialogue, Diversity’, 
Doha Forum promotes the interchange of ideas 
and discourse towards policy making and action-
oriented recommendations. In a world where 
borders are porous, our challenges and solutions 
are also interlinked. 
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Engaging world leaders and top thinkers on the 
pressing issues of the day.

Past sessions have covered...

Shaping Public Opinion &
Democratization

2000

2003

2005

2007

Klaus Schwab (2003)
CEO, World Economic Forum

International and
Regional Status Quo

2008

Democracy and the Arab 
World - The Way Forward

Jacques Chirac (2005)
President, France

Ban Ki-moon (2007)
Secretary General, United Nations

H.E. Recep Tayyip Erdogan (2008)
Prime Minister, Turkey 

2010

Tarja Halonen (2010)
President, Finland
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Democracy 
and Free Trade

2011

2013

2015

2018

2019

Enriching the Middle 
East’s Economic 
Future

H.E. Saad Rafic Al-Hariri (2015)
Prime Minister, 
Republic of Lebanon

António Guterres (2018)
Secretary-General of 
the United Nations

Development, Stability 
and the Refugee Crisis

Mohammed Ashraf Ghani (2016)
President, Afghanistan

Reimagining 
Governance in a 
Multipolar World

2021

Doha Forum 
Virtual Sessions

SPIEF 2021
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THE 19th EDITION
14th-15th December Doha, Qatar

‘Reimagining Governance in a Multipolar World’

Recent trends in world affairs point to global shifts in power, trade and technology. A 
worldwide transition from unipolarity to multipolarity brings forward new challenges 
and complex issues that require an equally complex system to govern it. Undergoing this 
transition exposes the gaps that exist in our world. Issues of migration, trade, security, 
technology, culture and identity are more fraught than ever requiring complex governance 
that comes from diplomacy, dialogue and diversity.

The 19th and most recent edition was the biggest yet... 

The 20th edition, in March 2022, will continue to build on the successes and 
high-level engagement of 2019.
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THE 19th EDITION
243 Speakers
72 Female Speakers 
142 Nationalities 
30+ Signings and MOUs 
100+ Bilateral Meetings 
104 Countries 
300 Journalists (220 international and 80 local)
40 Viewpoint Speakers
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THE 19th EDITION SESSIONS
Reimagining Governance in a Multipolar World

Investment Trends in Emerging Markets

Whose Migration Challenge? Regional Cooperation and the New Balance of Power

Syria: Paths to Peace

Unwinding Africa’s Proxy Wars: Libya and the Horn of Africa

Preventing Extremism and Building Resillient Societies in Fragile States

Developing the High-Tech Sector in Russia: Prospects for Venture Investment

Advancing the Repatriation of Foreign Terrorist Fighters

The Future of LNG in Meeting the World’s Energy Demand

Global Institutions, National Economies: Can They Work Together for Growth That Is Both Stable and Fair?

How ISIS Wins Women, How Women Win the War Against ISIS

Technology and the Challenges of Global Governance
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THE 19th EDITION SESSIONS
US-China Relations and the Future of the Rules-Based International System

A Stronger Role for Europe in the International Arena: What Would It Take? 

Challenges to the International Legal Order and Possibilities for the Future

Resilience, Governance, and Public Policy for the 21st Century

World Disorder: Meeting Emerging Global Security Challenges with Innovative Solutions

Business Leadership for Positive Impact

New Models for Online Content Governance

Islamic Finance: Trends and Opportunities

Rules of Engagement for Non-Military Conflict

Preserving Human Rights in Times of Crises

The State of Qatar and United Nations Agencies - Qatar Fund for Development and Strategic Partners 

Yemen: Prospects for Peace
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THE 19th EDITION PARTNERS
STRATEGIC PARTNERS

OFFICIAL TELECOMMUNICATIONS PARTNERS

CONTENT PARTNERS

MEDIA PARTNERS

INSTITUTIONAL PARTNERS
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THE 19th EDITION
More than 30 MOUs signed
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We have to accept the fact that we neither 
live in a unipolar world, nor in a bipolar 
world.  We live in a multipolar world, in 
which there should be no hegemonic 
nation, but interconnected relationships 
that go in multiple directions. In other 
words it could be described as an 
integration of diversity and creativity 
among cultures, nations, and economies 
of the world. 

We must acknowledge the fact that 
isolationism is now impossible. Advances 
in communication have made us all next-
door neighbors.

We are seeing massive movements 
of people, bringing with them not just 
differences in ethnicities, but also 
language, culture and value systems.

Countries that still believe in hegemony, 
will only create friction, tension and 
instability.

A multipolar world will have to be 
combined with a greater integration 
amongst friends and partners, as well as 
continued multilateral diplomacy in the 
global arena.

Mahathir bin Mohamed
4th and 7th Prime Minister of Malaysia
Opening Session
Recipient of the 2019 Doha Forum AwardTHE 19th EDITION
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For the future, we have to invest in making 
sure that we build multilateral rules that are 
going to allow international trade to stabilize 
and flourish.

Arancha Gonzalez
Minister of Foreign Affairs, European Union 
and Cooperation of Spain

We shouldn’t think of Africa as just a reservoir for raw materials. 
We have partnerships with everybody, the EU, the US, China, Japan, 
the Arab World, Turkey and all the other countries. So, what we 
would like is be treated on an equal footing.

If you continue with ‘businesses as usual’ with hegemony, with 
isolationism, it would be suicidal. We are not asking for help, 
we are asking for our place in international governance to be 
respected. We are asking for more justice and more equality.

H.E. Moussa Faki Mahamat
Chairperson of the African Union Commission
Reimagining Governance in a Multipolar World 

THE 19th EDITION
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What we should be learning is that 
protests and populism are a very effective 
form of exercising power.  Given all the 
social media that we have, power is now 
bottom up, not top down, and that is both a 
challenge and an opportunity.

Jane Harman
Director, President and CEO, 
Wilson Centre
Whose Migration Challenge? Regional 
Cooperation and the New Balance of 
Power

It’s a mindset problem. If people don’t want corruption 
and want to fight it, corruption will be reduced.

H.E. Paul Kagame
President of Rwanda
Newsmaker Interview

THE 19th EDITION
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For the first and second largest economy 
in the world, there should be more 
reciprocal trading back and forth. That’s 
what we have been working on, and I think 
both these agreements will not only be 
good for the US, but will be very good for 
global growth.

Qatar has done a very good job working 
with us. We have a full-time attaché here. 
We have very close cooperation on security 
issues, sharing intelligence, doing joint 
sanctions, and they recently just passed 
some very significant laws. I think they’ve 
made an enormous effort in this region.

Steven Mnuchin
The 77th United States Secretary of the 
Treasury
Global Institutions, National Economies: 
Can They Work Together for Growth that 
is Both Stable and Fair? 

THE 19th EDITION
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Women are often times grossly under-
utilized in these societies. And women 
are often times, as part of development 
assistance plans, really a footnote, or an 
asterisk in the thought process on how to 
fully develop an economy.

Ivanka Trump
Special Advisor to the 45th President of 
the United States
Spotlight Conversation

Within a state, if you deprive a community 
from its participation in decision making 
long enough, if you segregate it long 
enough, if you leave in isolation long 
enough, if you oppress it long enough...
it implodes. And when it implodes it 
becomes a very fertile ground for radicals 
to take over the narrative.

Nickolay Mladenov
Special Coordinator for the Middle East 
Peace Process, United Nations
Preventing Extremism and Building 
Resilient Societies in Fragile States

THE 19th EDITION
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The priority is to save the country, and the 
way to save it is well-known. It’s through 
following a path of reforms and fighting 
corruption.

Lebanon is worth saving. It is a model of 
diversity, pluralism and tolerance that is 
worth preserving, and we need Lebanon 
to get on its feet again to be that model of 
co-existence.

Gebran Bassil
Minister of Foreign Affairs, Lebanon 
Newsmaker Interview

THE 19th EDITION
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I came to the Doha Forum to 
demonstrate our commitment to 
promoting multilateral security 
cooperation and establishing a common 
approach for the regional security 
issues.

Taro Kono 
Minister of Defence, Japan
Multilateral Security Cooperation: 
Stability Through Collaboration 

As Turkey, we are against sanctions. I believe 
that many European countries are also against 
sanctions. That is why they are trying to this new 
mechanism in their trade with Iran like Intex.

More and more countries are joining even 
though we haven’t seen an implementation 
of this mechanism yet. So, we are against 
sanctions, and instead of sanctions I think more 
engagement can bring more outcome.

H.E. Mevlüt Çavusoglu
Minister of Foreign Affairs, Turkey
Newsmaker InterviewTHE 19th EDITION
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Terrorism remains an urgent fundamental 
security threat to the whole world. All of 
us should be aware of this. Today, to us, 
tomorrow, it can be against you. Terrorist 
organizations may take different names, 
forms, and strategies, but we must remain 
vigilant against all their manifestations, 
they are very dynamic. However, one 
terrorist organization cannot be defeated 
by using another.

Ultimately, we wish to see a stable, 
democratic, and politically united Syria as 
our neighbor. There are many challenges 
and crises surrounding the Middle East 
region. We believe that these challenges 
can only be addressed through a regional 
ownership, mutual understanding, 
dialogue and cooperation.

H.E. Dr. Hulusi Akar
Minister of Defense, Turkey
Special Address

THE 19th EDITION
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Antisemitism is evil. Anti-occupation 
is noble. Those who are trying to mix 
between the two aspects are evil. This 
must be the point we make here.

Saeb Erakat
Secretary-General, Executive Committee, 
Palestine Liberation Organization
The Future of Palestine

None of us, none the global community at large, have benefitted 
from the pervading paradigm of exclusion, rivalry, and unending 
arms race .. we need a fundamental paradigm shift in our 
region based on a cognitive readjustment and recognition of the 
imperative of a regional security and cooperation arrangement 
under the United Nations umbrella.

Javad Zarif
Foreign Minister, Iran
Featured Remarks

THE 19th EDITION
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We have to make sure that climate change 
and sustainable development goals are 
implemented to make sure that this world 
is better, more prosperous, and more 
secure for our succeeding generation”…. 
we have to have the wisdom to live 
harmoniously with our nature.

The United Nations may not be perfect, but 
it is a symbol of multilateralism.

Ban Ki-moon
Deputy Chair, The Elders
The United Nations at 75: A Time for 
Renewal and Innovation

THE 19th EDITION

Parallel to what’s now been established 
through the international community 
and what’s been established by national 
governments, tech companies are also 
trying to sort out what they can do to put 
in place proper guidance to help provide 
a framework for decision making around 
difficult content.

Zoe Mentel Darmé
Global Affairs and Governance Manager, 
Facebook
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In 2020 and 2021, Doha Forum held a series of virtual sessions featuring a variety of 

leading policymakers, experts and scholars discussing a number of pressing global 

issues. Doha Forum collaborated with a number of renowned institutions for these 

virtual panel discussions, including:

UNESCO

Stimson Center

Observer Researcher Foundation

U.S./Middle East Project

DOHA FORUM IN 2020 & 2021

Wilson Center

Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation

The Royal United Services Institute

Parliamentary Intelligence Security 
Forum
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DOHA FORUM IN 2020 & 2021

Existing in an Existential Crisis: The Asian Response to Climate Change

Filling the Vacuum: The Future of Chinese Foreign Policy and Global Ambitions

A New Engagement: Iran and The Global Community

Advancing Women’s Rights During Afghanistan’s Negotiations: A Discussion

How Effective is the Legislative Role in Promoting Cyber Security?

Will the Combination of Normalization with Occupation Nurture Peace or Escalate Conflict?

Webinar topics have included:
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There is a need for a comprehensive 
international agreement on cyber 
security with robust dispute settlement 
mechanisms.

Dr. Mutlaq Al Qahtani
Special Envoy of the Foreign Minister of the 
State of Qatar for Counterterrorism and 
Mediation of Conflict Resolution

DOHA FORUM IN 2020 & 2021
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Islam should not be confused with tradition. Our religion is very 
progressive, and it was the first to grant women the right to 
inheritance.

Fatima Gailani
Member of the Negotiating Team of The Islamic Republic of Afghanistan 
and Former President of the Afghan Red Crescent Society
Advancing Women’s Rights During Afghanistan’s Negotiations: A 
Discussion

DOHA FORUM IN 2020 & 2021
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DOHA FORUM 2022
26th-27th March 2022

‘Transforming for a New Era’

As the world recovers from the largest shock to the global economy since the Second World 

War, leaders and policymakers must come together to develop policy innovations aimed at 

saving the most lives and avoiding permanent damage. As of May 2021, there are more than 

160 million COVID-19 cases worldwide, 3 million deaths so far and countless more lives 

have been affected. Nonetheless, changemakers have paved the way for advancements in 

various different spheres such as technology, medicine, sustainability and racial equality.

Doha Forum will continue to grow in its 20th edition.
 
Building on the size and quality of the 19th edition, we will once again bring thought-leaders and 
policymakers together as the world faces a post-Covid era, to discuss the way forward.
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Valuable lessons have emerged as governments work to resolve challenges in a climate far removed 

from the one they had previously known. The global turmoil has also directed efforts towards building 

the resilience of international systems. Global challenges throughout the twentieth century have 

forced governments to forge unlikely alliances and advance inventive solutions to rising threats. A 

return to the past is not a viable option; the only path ahead for the international community is to 

adapt and even more importantly to transform for the New Era that we all want and that humanity 

needs. 

The pandemic has caused unprecedented fluctuations in all facets of life; it has erupted into a 

landscape of change exposing vulnerabilities and strengths, accelerating existing trends and altering 

the balance of power. During this time, the United States has been through a period of major political 

re-configuration as foreign policy transitioned from one administration to another, bringing to light 

how transformative and, at times, disruptive one alteration in leadership can have on the world. India 

has been one of hardest hit countries in the pandemic, which has exacerbated some of the existing 

challenges such as inequality and political fragmentation. 

DOHA FORUM 2022
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Meanwhile, China weathered the pandemic by re-surfacing on the world stage stronger than before 

and further reinforcing its model of good governance, its diplomatic influence through ‘face mask 

diplomacy’ and the ongoing Belt and Road initiative. Russian influence grows with its military ties 

to countries in Asia, Africa, Latin America and especially the Middle East, and its massive exports of 

fossil fuels to Europe. In the meantime, the EU is struggling with the rise of divisive politics in a post-

Brexit era. 

The balance of global power continues to drastically shift from its previous one-man equilibrium, 

with Russia and China cementing their positions as leading rivals of the United States and calling 

into question the responsibilities their power necessitates. 

Will the varying dynamics culminate in the establishment of a new model for a new era? Are there 

mechanisms in place to ensure that these transformations increase economic growth, reduce 

inequality, enhance sustainable development and protect vulnerable communities? In this time of 

upheaval, what will the role of transnational institutions such as the UN, WHO, NATO and the IMF be, 

and what reforms should take place to tackle the world’s rising challenges? 

DOHA FORUM 2022
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Twenty-two years since its inception, Doha Forum, now in its twentieth edition, reconvenes once 

more in March 2022 and will discuss ‘Transforming for a New Era’, with a focus on four core areas: 

 Geopolitical Alliances and International Relations 

 Financial System and Economic Development 

 Defense, Cyber and Food Security 

 Climate Change and Sustainability 

Building on the conversations that have continued to take place after the last edition, Doha Forum 

2022 will once again bring together a distinguished group of leaders, thinkers, policy makers and 

journalists to tackle our shared challenges as we transition into unchartered territory looking for 

solutions and opportunities. 

DOHA FORUM 2022
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