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VISION

Doha Forum is a global platform for 

dialogue, bringing together leaders in 

policy to build innovative and action driven 

networks.



MISSION
Established in 2000, the Doha Forum is a platform 

for global dialogue on critical challenges facing our 

world. The Doha Forum promotes the interchange 

of ideas, discourse, policy making, and action 

oriented recommendations. In a world where 

borders are porous, our challenges and solutions 

are also interlinked.



2000

Discussing topics that enrich global dialogue ... 

…with esteemed guests from around the world

Shaping Public Opinion &
Democratization

2003
International and 
Regional Status 
Quo

Klaus Schwab (2003)
CEO, World Economic
Forum

2005 Democracy and the 
Arab World - The Way 
Forward

2007

2008
H.E. Recep Tayyip 
Erdogan (2008)
Prime Minister, Turkey

Jacques Chirac (2005)
President, France

Ban Ki-moon (2007)
Secretary General, 
United Nations



2011 Democracy and 
Free Trade

2013
Enriching the 
Middle East’s 
Economic Future 2015

H.E. Saad Rafic Al-Hariri 
(2015)
Prime Minister, 
Republic of Lebanon

2016

Development, Stability
and the Refugee Crisis

2019
Reimagining Governance
in a Multipolar World

2010 Tarja Halonen (2010)
President, Finland

Mohammed Ashraf Ghani 
(2016)
President, Afghanistan



142
Nationalities

104
Countries

72
Female
Speakers

40
Viewpoint 
interviews with 
special guests

300
Journalists 
(220 International 
and 80 Local)

243
Speakers

30
Signings 
and MOUs

100+
Bilateral 
Meetings

THE 19TH EDITION



THE 19TH EDITION

“We have to accept the 
fact that we neither 
live in a unipolar 
world, nor in a bipolar 
world.  We live in a 
multipolar world, in 
which there should be 
no hegemonic nation, 
but interconnected 
relationships that go 
in multiple directions. 
In other words it could 
be described as an 
integration of diversity 
and creativity among 
cultures, nations, and 
economies of the 
world.”

Mahathir bin Mohamed
4th and 7th Prime Minister of Malaysia
Opening session

“We must acknowledge the fact that isolationism is 
now impossible. Advances in communication have 
made us all next-door neighbors.”

“Countries that 
still believe 
in hegemony, 
will only create 
friction, tension 
and instability.”

“We are seeing massive 
movements of people, 
bringing with them 
not just differences in 
ethnicities, but also 
language, culture and 
value systems.”

“A multipolar world 
will have to be 
combined with a greater 
integration amongst 
friends and partners, 
as well as continued 
multilateral diplomacy in 
the global arena.”



THE 19TH EDITION
H.E. Paul Kagame
President of Rwanda
Newsmaker Interview

“It’s a mindset problem. 
If people don’t want 
corruption and want to 
fight it, corruption will 
be reduced to the most 
minimal.”

H.E. Moussa Faki Mahamat
Chairperson of the African Union Commission
‘Reimagining Governance in a Multipolar 
World’

“We shouldn’t think of 
Africa as just a reservoir 
for raw materials. We 
have partnerships with 
everybody, the EU, the 
US, China, Japan, the 
Arab World, Turkey and 
all the other countries. 
So, what we would 
like is be treated on an 
equal footing.” 

“If you continue with ‘businesses as usual’ with 
hegemony, with isolationism, it would be suicidal. 
We are not asking for help, we are asking for our 
place in international governance to be respected. 
We are asking for more justice and more equality.”



THE 19TH EDITION
Jane Harman
Director, President and CEO, Wilson Center
‘Whose Migration Challenge? Regional Cooperation and 
the New Balance of Power’

“What we should be learning is that 
protests and populism are a very effective 
form of exercising power.  Given all the 
social media that we have, power is now 
bottom up, not top down, and that is both 
a challenge and an opportunity.” 

Arancha Gonzalez
Minister of Foreign Affairs, European Union 
and Cooperation of Spain

“For the future, we have to invest in 
making sure that we build multilateral 
rules that are going to allow 
international trade to stabilize and 
flourish.”



THE 19TH EDITION

Steve Mnuchin
The 77th United States 
Secretary of the Treasury
‘Global Institutions, 
National Economies: 
Can They Work 
Together for Growth 
that is Both Stable and 
Fair?’

“Qatar has done a very 
good job working with 
us. We have a full-time 
attaché here. We have 
very close cooperation 
on security issues, 
sharing intelligence, 
doing joint sanctions, 
and they recently just 
passed some very 
significant laws. I 
think they’ve made an 
enormous effort in this 
region.”

“For the first and second largest economy in 
the world, there should be more reciprocal 
trading back and forth. That’s what we have 
been working on, and I think both these 
agreements will not only be good for the US, 
but will be very good for global growth.”



THE 19TH EDITION

Nickolay Mladenov
Special Coordinator of the Middle East 
Peace Process, United Nations
‘Preventing Extremism and Building 
Resilient Societies in Fragile States’

“Within a state, if you deprive a 
community from its participation in 
decision making long enough, if you 
segregate it long enough, if you leave 
in isolation long enough, if you oppress 
it long enough...it implodes. And when 
it implodes it becomes a very fertile 
ground for radicals to take over the 
narrative.”

Ivanka Trump
Special Advisor of the 45th President 
of the United States
‘Spotlight Conversation’

“Women are often times grossly 
under-utilized in these societies. 
And women are often times, as part 
of development assistance plans, 
really a footnote, or an asterisk in 
the thought process on how to fully 
develop an economy.”



THE 19TH EDITION
Gebran Bassil
Minister of Foreign 
Affairs, Lebanon 
‘Newsmaker 
Interview’

“The protestors are really 
righteous about their 
demands. Not only do I 
sympathize with them, I 
couldn’t bare the situation, 
the economic situation in 
Lebanon and the level of 
corruption.”

“If everybody is corrupt then you cannot make 
anybody accountable.”

“We are paying the 
price of 30 years of 
wrong policies and 
corruption. Being in 
power in the last 3 
years as such, the 
country is on the verge 
of collapsing, so we are 
paying the price of the 
mistakes of others.” 

“The priority is to save 
the country, and the 
way to save it is well-
known. It’s through 
following a path of 
reforms and fighting 
corruption.”

“Lebanon is worth saving. It is a model of diversity, pluralism and tolerance that 
is worth preserving, and we need Lebanon to get on its feet again to be that 
model of co-existence.”



THE 19TH EDITION
Taro Kono
Minister of Defence, Japan
‘Multilateral Security Cooperation: 
Stability Through Collaboration ’

“I came to the Doha Forum to 
demonstrate our commitment to 
promoting multilateral security 
cooperation and establishing a common 
approach for the regional security issues.”

H.E. Mevlüt Çavusoglu
Minister of Foreign Affairs, Turkey
‘Newsmaker interview’

“Politicians with limited knowledge 
about history, shouldn’t judge 
history.”



THE 19TH EDITION
H.E DR. Hulusi Akar
Minister of Defense, Turkey
‘Special Address’

“Terrorism remains an urgent 
fundamental security threat to 
the whole world. All of us should 
be aware of this. Today, to us, 
tomorrow, it can be against you. 
Terrorist organizations may 
take different names, forms, 
and strategies, but we must 
remain vigilant against all their 
manifestations, they are very 
dynamic. However, one terrorist 
organization cannot be defeated 
by using another.”

“Ultimately, we wish to see a 
stable, democratic, and politically 
united Syria as our neighbor. 
There are many challenges and 
crises surrounding the Middle 
East region. We believe that these 
challenges can only be addressed 
through a regional ownership, 
mutual understanding, dialogue 
and cooperation.”



THE 19TH EDITION
Saeb Erakat
Secretary-General, 
Executive Committee, 
Palestine Liberation 
Organization
‘The Future of 
Palestine’“Antisemitism is evil. 

Anti-occupation is 
noble. Those who 
are trying to mix 
between the two 
aspects are evil. This 
must be the point we 
make here.”

Javad Zarif
Foreign Minister, Iran
‘Featured Remarks’

“None of us, none the global 
community at large, have benefitted 
from the pervading paradigm of 
exclusion, rivalry, and unending 
arms race .. we need a fundamental 
paradigm shift in our region based 
on a cognitive readjustment and 
recognition of the imperative of a 
regional security and cooperation 
arrangement under the United 
Nations umbrella.”



“We have to make sure that climate 
change and sustainable development 
goals are implemented to make 
sure that this world is better, more 
prosperous, and more secure for our 
succeeding generation”…. we have to 
have the wisdom to live harmoniously 
with our nature.”

THE 19TH EDITION

Ban Ki-moon
Deputy Chair, The Elders
‘The United Nations at 75: 
A Time for Renewal and 
Innovation’

“The United Nations may not 
be perfect, but it is a symbol of 
multilateralism.”



THE 19TH EDITION

Valdimir Voronkov
Under Secretary-general, Office of 
Counter Terrorism, United Nations
‘Preventing Extremism and Building 
Resilient Societies in Fragile States.’

“If there is a lack of state on the 
territory of a state, it creates a 
vacuum which could be filled in 
a very fast manner by terrorist 
narratives.”

“Counterterrorism is built on a very simple rule: each 
country is responsible for the fight against terrorism 
first of all by itself. If there is no national factor in 
countering terrorism, we could be in a very difficult 
situation.”

“It is a task for the international community and the 
United Nations to give chance to different models to 
be promoted as a way forward in the development 
of mankind.”



THE 19TH EDITION
SESSIONS

Reimagining Governance
 in a Multipolar World

Investment Trends in 
Emerging Markets

Whose Migration 
Challenge? Regional 
Cooperation and the 
New Balance of PowerSyria: Paths to Peace

Unwinding Africa’s 
Proxy Wars: Libya 
and the Horn of 
Africa

Preventing Extremism 
and Building Resillient 
Societies in Fragile States

Developing the High-
Tech Sector in Russia: 
Prospects for Venture 
Investment

Advancing the 
Repatriation of Foreign 
Terrorist Fighters

The Future of LNG in 
Meeting the World’s 
Energy Demand

Global Institutions, 
National Economies: 
Can They Work Together 
for Growth That Is Both 
Stable and Fair?

How ISIS Wins 
Women, How Women 
Win the War Against 
ISIS

Technology and the 
Challenges of Global 
Governance



THE 19TH EDITION
SESSIONS

US-China Relations and 
the Future of the Rules-
Based International 
System

A Stronger Role 
for Europe in the 
International Arena: 
What Would It Take? 

Challenges to the 
International Legal Order 
and Possibilities for the 
Future

Resilience, Governance, 
and Public Policy for the 
21st Century

World Disorder: Meeting 
Emerging Global 
Security Challenges with 
Innovative Solutions

Business Leadership for 
Positive Impact

New Models for Online 
Content Governance

Islamic Finance: Trends 
and Opportunities

Rules of Engagement 
for Non-Military 
Conflict

Preserving Human 
Rights in Times of 
Crises

The state of Qatar 
and United Nations 
Agencies - Qatar Fund 
for Development and 
Strategic Partners 

Yemen: Prospects for 
Peace



THE 19TH EDITION
SESSIONS

MENA Workforce 
Development: Report 
Launch and Roundtable 
DiscussionThe Impact of 

Free Zones on 
International 
Trade and National 
Development U.S. Global Leadership in 

2020 and Beyond

Media, Technology, 
and Multiple Versions 
of the Truth

The Geopolitical Contest 
for Tech Leadership in 
the Asian Century

Protecting the 
Benefits of Tourism in 
a Multilateral World

The United Nations at 75: 
A Time for Renewal and 
Innovation

The Future of 
Palestine

The Adaptation 
Challenge: New 
Approaches to 
Climate Change 
Resilience



PARTNERS
Strategic Partners

Content Partners Institutional Partners

Media Partners Official Telecommunications 
Partners



DOHA FORUM 2020
In 2020 and 2021, Doha Forum held a series 

of virtual sessions featuring a variety of leading 

policymakers, experts and scholars discussing a 

number of pressing global issues. Doha Forum 

collaborated with a number of renowned 

institutions for these virtual panel discussions, 

including UNESCO, Stimson Center, Observer 

Researcher Foundation (ORF), U.S./Middle East 

Project (USMEP), Parliamentary Intelligence 

Security Forum (PISF), Wilson Center, Bill & 

Melinda Gates Foundation, and the Royal 

United Services Institute (RUSI).



DOHA FORUM 2020
H.E Dr. Mutlaq Al Qahtani
Special Envoy of the Foreign Minister of the State of Qatar for 
Counterterrorism and Mediation of Conflict Resolution

There is a need for a 
comprehensive international 
agreement on cyber 
security with robust dispute 
settlement mechanisms”

Islam should not be confused 
with tradition. Our religion is 
very progressive, and it was 
the first to grant women the 
right to inheritance” 

Fatima Gailani
Member of the Negotiating Team of 
The Islamic Republic of Afghanistan and 
Former President id the Afghan Red 
Crescent Society
‘Advancing Women’s Rights During 
Afghanistan’s Negotiations: A 
Discussion.’



DOHA FORUM 2020
OTHER VIRTUAL 
SESSIONS

COVID-19 Pandemic 
Economic Impact 
on High Income 
Countries

A New Engagement: 
Iran and the Global 
Community

Will the combination 
of normalization with 
occupation nurture 
peace or escalate 
conflict?

The Pandemic and 
the Infodemic: 
Disinformation in the 
Modern Age




